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§ 30.10 Petitions for exemption.
Any person adversely affected by any

requirement of this part may file a pe-
tition with the Secretary of the Com-
mission, which petition must set forth
with particularity the reasons why
that person believes that he should be
exempt from such requirement. The
Commission may, in its discretion,
grant such an exemption if that person
demonstrates to the Commission’s sat-
isfaction that the exemption is not
otherwise contrary to the public inter-
est or to the purposes of the provision
from which exemption is sought. The
petition will be granted or denied on
the basis of the papers filed. The peti-
tion may be granted subject to such
terms and conditions as the Commis-
sion may find appropriate.

§ 30.11 Applicability of state law.
Pursuant to section 12(e)(2) of the

Act, the provisions of any state law, in-
cluding any rule or regulation there-
under, may be applicable to any person
required to be registered under this
part who solicits foreign futures and
foreign options customers and who
shall fail or refuse to obtain such reg-
istration, unless such person is exempt
from such registration in accordance
with the provisions of § 30.4, § 30.5 or
§ 30.10 of this part.

APPENDIX A TO PART 30—INTERPRETA-
TIVE STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO
THE COMMISSION’S EXEMPTIVE AU-
THORITY UNDER § 30.10 OF ITS RULES

Part 30 of the Commission’s regulations es-
tablishes the regulatory structure governing
the offer and sale in the United States of fu-
tures and options contracts made or to be
made on or subject to the rules of a foreign
board of trade. Section 30.10 of these regula-
tions provides that, upon petition, the Com-
mission may exempt any person from any re-
quirement of this part. Specifically, section
30.10 states:

Any person adversely affected by any re-
quirement of this part may file a petition
with the Secretary of the Commission, which
petition must set forth with particularity
the reasons why that person believes that he
should be exempt from such requirement.
The Commission may, in its discretion,
grant such an exemption if that person dem-
onstrates to the Commission’s satisfaction
that the exemption is not otherwise contrary
to the public interest or to the purposes of
the provision from which exemption is

sought. The petition will be granted or de-
nied on the basis of the papers filed. The pe-
tition may be granted subject to such terms
and conditions as the Commission may find
appropriate.

As the provisions of this section make
clear, any person subject to regulation under
part 30 may petition the Commission for an
exemption. In adopting these regulations,
however, the Commission noted in particular
that persons located outside the United
States that solicit or accept orders directly
from United States customers for foreign fu-
tures or options transactions and that are
subject to a comparable regulatory scheme
in the country in which they are located
may apply under section 30.10 for exemption
from some or all of the requirements that
would otherwise be applicable to such per-
sons. This interpretative statement sets
forth the elements that the Commission in-
tends to evaluate in determining whether a
particular regulatory program may be found
to be comparable to the Commission’s pro-
gram.

The Commission wishes to emphasize, how-
ever, that this interpretative statement is
not all inclusive, and that information with
respect to other aspects of a particular regu-
latory program may be submitted by a peti-
tioner or requested by the Commission. In
this connection, the Commission would have
broad discretion to determine that the poli-
cies of any program element generally are
met, notwithstanding the fact that the off-
shore program does not contain an element
identical to that of the Commission’s regu-
latory program and conversely may assess
how particular elements are in fact applied
by offshore authorities. Thus, for example, in
order to find that a particular program is
comparable, the regulations thereunder
would have to be applicable to all United
States customers, notwithstanding any ex-
emptions that might otherwise be available
to particular classes of customer located off-
shore. A petitioner, therefore, must set forth
with particularity the factual basis for a
finding of comparability and the reasons why
such policies and purposes are met, notwith-
standing differences of degree and kind in its
regulatory program.

No exemptions of a general nature will be
granted unless the persons to which the ex-
emption is to be applied consent to submit to
jurisdiction in the United States by des-
ignating an agent for service of process pur-
suant to the provisions of rule 30.5 with re-
spect to any activities of such persons other-
wise subject to regulation under this part
and to notify the National Futures Associa-
tion of the commencement or termination of
business in the United States. In this con-
nection, to be exempted, such person must
further agree to respond to a request to con-
firm that it continues to do business in the
United States.
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